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little, similar to it in every respect, from the plantations of
'Oman. This class supplies almost all coffee-drinkers, from the
neighbourhood of Pafar to Basrah, and thence up to Bagdad
and Mosoul; Arabs, Persians, Turks, Curdes, be they who they
may, have there no other beverage. To one unaccustomed to
what Yemen supplies, the Indian variety may seem tolerable, or
even agreeable. But without any affectation of virtuoso nicety,
I must say that for one fresh arrived from Nejed and Kaseem
it is hardly potable. The distorted and irregular form of the
berry, its blackish stain, and above all the absence of the
semi-transparent alabaster-like appearance peculiar to the
good Yemanite variety, renders the difference between the two
kinds appreciable to the unassisted eye, not only to the
palate.

It is possible that time and care may eventually render
Indian coffee almost a rival of the Yemen, or at least of the
Abyssinian. Hitherto it certainly is not, though it might be
hard to say to what particular causes, inherent in soil, climate,
or cultivation, its inferiority is ascribable.

American coffee holds, in the judgment of all Orientals, the
very last rank; and the deterioration of this product in the
New World from what it is in the Old, is no less remarkable
than that observed in rice, tea, &c., and is of an analogous
character.

Of Batavian coffee I purposely say nothing, having never to
my knowledge tasted it I hear it sometimes praised, but by
Europeans; Orientals never mentioned it before me, perhaps
they confounded it with the Indian.

While we were yet in the Djowf, I described with sufficient
minuteness how the berry is prepared for actual use; nor is the
process any way varied in Nejed or other Arab lands. But in
Nejed an additional spicing of saffron, cloves, and the like,
is still more common; a fact which is easily explained by the
want of what stimulus tobacco affords elsewhere. A second
consequence of non-smoking among the Arabs is the increased
strength of their coffee decoctions in Nejed, and the prodi-
gious frequency of their use; to which we must add the larger
"finjans," or coffee-cups, here in fashion. So sure are men,
when debarred of one pleasure or excitement, to make it up by
another.
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